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Foreword 


T is doubtful if any subject is of such 
interest to Christians at the present 
time as that of the LORD’S Return, Al- 

ways the inspiring hope of His Church— 
although sadly lost sight of by large num- 
bers of those who profess His Name—it is 
to-day occupying, in the thought and prayer 
and longing of very many all over the world, 
a place which it has been seldom accorded 
hitherto. In the almost universal welter of 
War, not a few believe that they discern a 
divinely foretold sign of the approaching 
end of this age, In the altogether disor- 
dered state of CHRIST’S Church they recog- 
nize a condition which only His Personal 
Presence can set right. And the cry is go- 
ing up to Heaven with unwonted intensity: 
“‘ LORD, how long?” Can it be that we are 
now hearing the climax? Is the unfulfilled 
prophecy of Scripture about to be accom- 
plished? Does it mean that the LORD is at 


hand? 
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These Addresses were delivered to my 
own congregation, and later to gatherings 
of soldiers on the Western Front, on both 
occasions by request of those who desired 
a plain statement of what the Word of God 
teaches on this all-important matter. At 
the same urgent request they are now repro- 
duced and sent forth in the hope that they 
may be of some use in directing the Lord’s 
people to the Hope set before them in the 
Gospel. 

I am very conscious of their many de- 
ficiencies as a treatise—which they most 
certainly are not. Many of the matters of 
detail over which much controversy has 
taken place, they do not even mention. 
Nor do they deal in any sense exhaustively 
with any of the Events which they endeavor 
to set forth in order. They are a simple 
statement of a great Truth which I have al- 
ways regarded as an integral part of the 
Evangel, and have constantly tried to pro- 
claim. 


J.9.H. 


St. Paul’s, Portman Square, 
London, W: 
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I 
IS CHRIST COMING AGAIN? 


T is a mere truism to say that never 
was more interest expressed in the 
matter of the Lord’s Coming than at 
the present time. Both on the part of mem- 
bers of the Christian Church and of those 
who are frankly of the world there is an in- 
stinctive consciousness that something in 
the nature of an overwhelming crisis is at 
hand. Indeed, by common consent, some- 
thing overwhelming is necessitated by the 
circumstances in which we find ourselves 
to-day. On every hand are evidences of 
the moral failure of civilization. After 
twenty centuries the utmost that civilization 
can do is to perfect machinery for the 
destruction of human life, and to direct its 
use. 
After all the progress into light which 


humanity is supposed to have made, we are 
13 


14 WILL THE CHRIST RETURN? 


reduced to-day to the humiliating spectacle 
of a world turned into a great battle-field. 
Nations, nominally Christian, but actually 
carnal, are locked in deadly struggle. And 
it is obvious to those who read beneath the 
surface of events that the future holds prob- 
lems—the heritage of these present days— 
which are infinitely more difficult of solution 
than are the military and strategic problems 
which at present occupy the minds of 
our leaders. The reconstruction of inter- 
national relationships will challenge the 
highest powers of those to whom that task 
falls; and the result is not difficult of fore- 
cast. For racial and personal animosities 
are evidently not going to be banished when 
the bugles blow a truce. Who imagines that 
peace in its real meanings is likely to be 
established merely by the combatants leav- 
ing the trench for the tribunal, where each 
seeks to get the better of the other in dis- 
cussion as they have hitherto done by force 
of arms? Does any one really believe that 
anything like solid reconstruction of inter- 
national life on a permanent basis is possible 
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for generations? Surely this consideration — 
alone reveals the world’s need of some gov- 
ernment which is not an evolution of its 
own life, but something transcendent and 
all-powerful. 

We look around, too, at the relative 
powerlessness of organized religion. When 
the combatants were ready to fly at each 
other’s throats in August, 1914, organized 
religion was powerless to arrest their mad- 
ness. Since then, in the countries of all the 
belligerents, it has been practically unable 
to influence either the objectives or the 
methods of warfare. And there is, in conse- 
quence, an unprecedented invasion of sor- 
row into almost every home and heart. 
Possibly never in the history of the human 
race has there been such a universal inrush 
of dark grief as deluges the entire world at 
this present. Look where we will, the out- 
look is unrelieved and unpromising. And 
can it be contended that there is any likeli- 
hood of true religion coming to its own as 
an outcome of a condition of things in which 
everything really religious is discounted and 
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actually flouted? But the darkest hour has 
always preceded the dawn in God’s provi- 
dence; and that fact is being cherished to- 
day as never before in the hearts of those 
who love Him. As the Israelites had light 
in their dwellings in that day when darkness 
covered the land of Egypt, so God has 
kindled in them the light of a great hope. 

There is no uncertainty in the answer to 
the query, “Is Christ coming again?” on 
the part of those who have hitherto lived in 
any degree of fellowship with Him. For 
this is part of the work He has done in their 
spirits. He has illumined them with a 
bright assurance which lifts them above all 
the fogs and mists and unrealities of earth, 
which forbids them to fear at what they see 
around them, and invests the future with 
joy unspeakable. They have an inward 
experience which both confirms and is con- 
firmed by the Word of God. And they 
know that He is coming. 

War has come to many as the flat con- 
tradiction of their theories and hopes that 
the world was getting better, that the Spirit 
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of God was in some way laying hold of 
« civilizations and governments, and that the 
Kingdom of God was already being set up 
by human hands and was coming by obser- 
vation. And yet there are still those who 
hold to such ideas with pathetic obsession. 
In earlier days they pointed to the growth 
of international amity, the development of 
social conscience, and the permeation of 
universal concerns by the principles of 
righteousness, as affording strong justifica- 
tion for the belief that the world would 
grow better and better under the influences 
of the Church’s work, until finally Christ 
should come back to reign over a people 
altogether prepared for His rule. How this 
contention can still be maintained passes my 
comprehension. War, that great revealer 
of nations, has come in its most hideous 
forms to demonstrate the falsity of assump- 
tions which never found support in the 
Word of God. ‘Those, however, who take 
their bearings from the Divine Chart have 
no surprise at what has happened. Nor is 
their hope in the slightest degree dimmed 
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in consequence. It is just what has been 
foretold, as the result of world-government 
from which Christ is excluded. For He 
foretold His Return to a world as unready 
for Him as the age of Noah was unprepared 
for the Flood. And apostolic writers who 
set forth the characteristics of the last days, 
for the recognition of those upon whom they 
should come, describe a state of things the 
very reverse of universal love to God and 
man. Nowhere do they hold out any 
promise of an age of peace or of the trans- 
formation of human character which is to 
usher in the reign of Christ. On the con- 
trary, it is of wars and rumors of wars, of 
abounding iniquity and love waxing cold, 
of devotion to selfish interests and absorp- 
tion in sinful pleasures, that the Scriptures 
give consistent warning in regard to the 
day of the Lord’s Appearing. Surely only 
those whose eyes are blinded by prejudice 
and bias can fail to see from His Word, that 
He Who went will come again, and that not 
until He returns will peace be established 
upon the earth, will unrighteousness be put 
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down, will the kingdoms of this world be- 
come “the Kingdom of our God and of 
His Christ.” While the King is away that 
Kingdom cannot be set up nor organized by 
the energies of man. 

The whole subject of the Lord’s Coming 
has, been to a large extent discredited by 
speculative theories and prophetic forecasts 
which have no warrant whatever, but are 
altogether condemned in the Scriptures. 
As presented by some extremists it has 
borne little relation to actual duty. And it 
has been obscured also by those who have 
failed to discriminate between the Lord’s 
Coming and the startling events which are 
to follow it. They have identified His ap- 
pearance with some great catastrophe, some 
tremendous shaking of the powers of nature, 
some universal judgment ushering in the 
end of all things. And thoughtful minds 
have been alienated from this subject of such 
interest and importance, which needs in 
these momentous days to be redeemed both 
from unspiritual curiosity and moral in- 
difference. It is a strange characteristic of 
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much present-day Christian teaching that it 
is crying: ‘“ Back to Christ”’; whereas the 
persistent note of the New Testament is 
“Forward to Christ.” If you will take up 
your New Testament and read it with un- 
prejudiced mind, you cannot avoid the con- 
clusion that the writers of these books had 
their faces turned toward the sun-rising. 
They realized themselves pilgrims and 
strangers. Their hope was in “the City 
which hath foundations, whose Maker and 
Builder is God.” ‘They looked for the Lord 
from Heaven, Who Himself should come at 
the end of the day, when He had prepared a 
place for them, to take them to be with 
Himself forever. It is surprising that the 
Church of Christ, in modern days should 
have steered her course far more by the 
chart of her Creed than by the pole star of 
her Hope. And yet, is it altogether strange? 
For four thousand years before Christ came 
the first time, the world waited for Him, 
neglecting clear intimations not only about 
the fact, but the details also, of His coming. 
So He came practically unnoticed and un- 
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recognized. Is it altogether incredible that 
after two thousand years, under similar con- 
ditions, we should treat the declarations con- 
cerning His Return in almost precisely the 
same way? 

“Is Christ coming again?” Let me take 
you to the only authority that can give us 
final answer to this question—the Word of 
God. For, after all, you and I are bound to 
maintain individual relationship to the Word 
of God. Your responsibility is not to ac- 
cept my interpretation of it, but to give 
earnest heed to what it proclaims, and then 
to relate yourself sincerely to its demands 
and its promises. 

Now, what did Christ Himself say about 
His Coming? All His teaching ranges be- 
tween two great statements: “J am come,” 
“T will come again.” All that He taught 
concerning personal and social religion, 
concerning ethical standard and spiritual 
dynamic, falls between these declarations. 
With regard to His Coming, He declares 
that it is as certain as anything can be as 
_ far as the fact is concerned, and yet as un- 
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certain as anything can be as far as the time 
is concerned—so uncertain, indeed, that He 
Himself had no knowledge of the day or 
hour. Further, He teaches that His Com- 
ing will have a dual significance—to the 
world and to His own people. In the 
parable of those who went out to meet the 
bridegroom—the ready and the unready— 
He declares that His Return to those who 
are ready means an abundant entrance into 
His joy, while to the unprepared it means a 
shut door. He makes it clear also that His 
Coming will be realized simultaneously 
throughout the whole world. For instance, 
in one place it will be midnight when He 
comes: “‘’T'wo men shall be together in a 
bed—one shall be taken and the other left.” 
But midnight here synchronizes with mid- 
day on the other side of the world, and 
farther east or west, as the case may be, 
with early morning. So He says there shall 
be two women engaged at their early morn- 
ing task at the mill—‘“‘ One shall be taken 
and the other left.” In those places where 
that moment is the noonday, two shall be 
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working in the field—“ One shall be taken 
and the, other leit.” And both by direct 
statement and parable He enjoins upon 
those who are His the duty of watching and 
waiting patiently, of establishing their 
hearts, and, meanwhile, of working as serv- 
ants to whom their absent Lord has 
entrusted His interests. 

What Christ Himself taught is borne out 
in all the books of the New Testament. 
Has it ever occurred to you that in the 
twenty-seven books of the New Testament 
there are only four in which the Coming of 
the Lord is not directly referred to? Yet 
how little do Christian people dwell on it. 
Let me give youacontrast. There are only 
four books in the twenty-seven in which any 
mention of the Lord’s Supper is to be found! 

Yet think of the stress the Church lays upon 
it. Think of the volumes that are written 
upon it. See how that Ordinance, which 
ought to unite Christians, has divided them, 
not by their neglect of it, but by their keen- 
ness. Do we not need in these days to get 
back to the mind of the Spirit of God Who 
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indited the Volume? ‘Then the establish- 
ment in our hearts of the great hope of the 
Church will become one of our first experi- 
ences. 

You will find that all that Christ taught 
on this subject is confirmed and expanded 
by His earliest followers and interpreters. 
There is first the message of the angels to 
His bereft disciples, who were gazing up 
into the heavens which had received Him: 
“This same Jesus shall so come in like man- 
ner as ye have seen Him go into heaven ” 
(Actsi.11). Then see how the great Hope 
captured the mind of the foremost of all 
His followers. Writing to the Corinthians 
about the ordinance of the Breaking of 
Bread, Paul tells them that it is not the 
Feast of the present, but of the absent Lord. 
“As often as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till 
He come” (1 Cor. xi. 26). Writing to the 
Philippians, he declares that “He which 
hath begun a good work in you will per- 
form it until the day of Jesus Christ ” (Phil. 
i. 6). ‘To the Colossians he says: ‘‘ When 
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Christ Who is our life shall appear, then 
shall ye also appear with Him in glory” 
(Col. iii. 4). Addressing the Thessalonians 
he reminds them of the day of their con- 
version, when they “turned to God from 
idols to serve the living and true God, and 
to wait for His Son from heaven ” (1 Thess. 
i. 9). And, in regard to those who fall 
asleep in Christ, he encourages them by the 
assurance that the Lord is coming again, 
that the dead in Christ shall then be raised, 
and that they who are alive and remain 
shall be caught up to meet Him and them 
in the air to be forever with Him! (1 Thess. 
iv. 16). He writes to Timothy, to whom he 
is, aS it were, handing on the work he is 
himself relinquishing, that: “ There is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord shall give me at that day 

and not to me only, but to all them that love 
His appearing” (2 Tim. iv. 8). And to 
Titus he describes the ideal attitude of 
Christians, as “ Looking for that blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God, and our Saviour Jesus Christ ” 
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(Tit. ii 13). Then, the writer to the He- 
brews proclaims that “unto them that look 
for Him shall He appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation” (Heb. ix. 28). 
James writes—and he is dealing with social 
questions, many of which are very like our 
own modern difficulties—“ Stablish your 
hearts; for the coming of the Lord draweth 
nigh ” (Jas. v. 8). Peter says to all who are 
doing Christ’s work that: ‘ When the Chief 
Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a 
crown of glory that fadeth not away” 
(1 Pet. v.4). And John asserts that “ every 
man that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himself, even as He is pure” (1 John iii. 3). 
He conceives of the Lord and proclaims 
Him as “ He which is, and which was, and 
which is to come ” (Rev. i. 4). And the last 
word of the Book is the echo of the Church 
to the great cry of the Spirit: “ Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus” (Rev. xxii. 20). 

These passages are by no means ex- 
haustive, being only a very few from the 
creat volume of this testimony. But they 
are fairly representative; and without any 
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qualification I affirm that it is impossible to 
read the Word of God with unprejudiced 
mind, and with honest determination to 
know the truth and to obey it, without 
realizing that here is a great expectation 
based upon a Divinely given certainty. 
Whatever else may be obscure as to the 
events in the Divine programme for the 
future government of the universe, this is 
certainly clear, that Jesus Christ our Lord 
is coming back again. 

I would have you note that the Scriptures 
do not speak of any judgments that must 
first be executed before Christ comes. They 
tell of His Coming as secret and sudden, the 
taking away of His people, the visible union 
of the members to the Head. And the 
Lord’s flock is such a small one that I do 
not think the world will notice this very 
much. You remember that secular his- 
torians recorded the story of Christ’s life 
and crucifixion in about three or fou: lines. 
If that is all the impression His first appear- 
ing made upon the world of that day, I do 
not think His second appearing is going to 
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make much stir. Here and there will be 
missed—mostly from the humbler classes— 
those who have been known as rather 
fanatical Christians. But I think it will be 
at most a nine-day wonder. ‘The world will 
go on in its heedless, careless momentum, 
until the blow falls in such a way as to com- 
mand attention. For His coming, and the 
translation of His people, will be the be- 
ginning of an entirely new series of events, 
Then a new era will dawn—of unutter- 
able joy for the Church translated to the 
Heavenlies, and of unspeakable tribulation 
to the world left down here. 

If this is so, then the immediate signifi- 
cance to you and me is as to our personal 
readiness. And our Lord Himself, in the 
figures under which He describes His Com- 
ing, has made quite clear what personal 
readiness for His Return involves. He 
speaks of His Coming as the Bridegroom 
to His Bride—expectant of true love— 
which is not in word nor in tongue, but in 
deed and intruth. Then He speaks of Him- 
self in regard to His Coming as “ your 
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Lord ”; and the implicate is that He looks 
for obedience in His servants. Further, He 
refers to Himself as “the Master of the 
house,” inferring that He expects to find 
practical fidelity in His stewards. And 
lastly, He speaks of His Coming as that of 
“the Son of Man”; and the inference is 
that in His brethren He expects purity. 
These are the qualities that constitute readi- 
ness. Love. Do you love Him because 
He first loved you and gave Himself for 
you? Fidelity. Are you faithful to Him in 
a world which denies Him? Obedience. 
Is His law the first and last word of com- 
mand in your life? Purity. Are you seek- 
ing to live as one upon whom the Precious 
Blood has been sprinkled, and is your life 
being brought day by day increasingly 
under the control of the Eternal Spirit? 
That is what it means to be ready for Him. 

Now, how is all this to be maintained? 
By nothing less than union with Himself. 
In between His first and second Advents 
there is an individual coming to the hearts 
of men. ‘“ Behold, I stand at the door and 
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knock; if any man hear My voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with Me.” Here alone is 
the secret of love, of obedience, of fidelity, 
of purity—a living power through the in- 
dwelling of the living Christ. And no one 
of us is ready for His return to whom He 
is not Saviour, Lord, and Life, and in whom 
His Spirit is not in sanctifying control. 


| Il 
Where Are the Signs? 


a 
WHERE ARE THE SIGNS? 


HE repeated exhortations which 

Christ Himself has given to us to. 

wait, to watch, to live in a state of 

instant preparedness for that change which 
may come at any moment, dispose of all 
idea of any further or prolonged warning 
before the day of His Appearing. There 
are those who say that if He actually is 
coming again we surely shall have some 
indubitable and arresting intimation of His 
approach, that the cry will certainly go forth 
in a way that none can misunderstand, that 
such a momentous happening could not pos- 
sibly take place without obvious preliminary. 
All that can be said to this contention 1s, 
that if such be the case then language has 
no meaning. Christ’s urgent warnings 
against unreadiness, the force of His para- 

33 
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bles of the lightning-flash and the unan- 
nounced thief in the night, are unmistakable 
in their meaning and urgency to those who 
read them in their simplicity—which indeed 
is the only way of rightly reading the Sacred 
Scriptures. There will be no signs beyond 
those already given, which are neither few 
nor obscure. 

Now the man who attempts to fix a date 
for the Coming of the Lord is guilty of pre- 
sumption which is certain to recoil upon 
himself. You ask if any can possibly know 
when the Lord is likely to come. I answer 
that I certainly know when He is not com- 
ing. For He will not come on any one day 
which has ever been foretold! This much 
is plainly evident from His own declaration. 
And yet although we cannot, and must not 
go beyond His own Word as to the uncer- 
tainty of the hour—so uncertain as to be 
hidden from Himself in the voluntary self- 
limitation of His humanity—there are broad 
evidences in regard to the end of the Age 
which are made very clear for our guidance. 
He who will take the Word of God as his 


WHERE ARE THE SIGNS? 35 


sole and sufficient guide cannot fail to realize 
that just as Christ’s incarnation was pre- 
_ pared for by prophecies clear and definite— 
of which, if the men of His day had given 
earnest heed, they would have realized the 
fulfillment in Him—so in regard to His 
second Coming the way has been made very 
plain for our understanding. Indeed, it is 
positively anticipated in Scripture that His 
people shall be able to recognize the im- 
minence of that great event. For are they 
not told to exhort one another to holy life 
and zealous service the more earnestly as 
they see the Day approaching? 

What then, and where, are the signs? Is 
it possible to identify the conditions and 
events with which we are all more or less 
familiar in the present day, with the things 
which are foretold in the Word of God as 
marking the end of the present Dispensa- 
tion, and as immediately preceding His 
Coming? 

Now before I apply myself to answer that 
question, let me deal with two difficulties 
which, in the minds of those who hold and 
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are influenced by them, removes the pos- 
sibility of the Lord’s Coming from the im- 
mediate present into the far-remote future. 
First, there is the statement of Christ Him- 
self that “ ‘This Gospel of the Kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness 
unto all nations; and then shall the end 
come” (Matt. xxiv. 14). On the warrant 
of that word men have built the theory that 
the world will get better and better under 
the preaching of the Gospel; that human 
nature will refine and civilize; that govern- 
ments will approximate their policies to the 
standards of the law of Christ; that nations 
will be bound together in increasing close 
and strong ties of brotherhood; that im- 
provements upon every level of human in- 
terest will take place; and that when all is 
perfected, the King will come to reign over 
a kingdom that man has already prepared! 
On the warrant of that word, by a misread- 
ing of it, as I believe, this theory has been 
evolved and propagated. But what entire 
contradiction has it received in the events 
of the last three years! How any one can 
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maintain such delusive optimism in face of 
the conditions of life in the world to-day, 
passes my comprehension, But yet they do, 
even to the point of deriding those who 
differ from them in regard to Christ’s Ad- 
vent declarations. Now, Christ did not say 
that the whole world is to be converted 
before He comes. He gives no, hint of 
universal response to the claims of the Gos- 
pel under present conditions. He merely 
declares that the Gospel of the Kingdom 
shall be preached throughout the world “for 
a witness.” And in this connection we must 
read that great word in the Acts which ex- 
pressly declares that the purpose of God in 
this dispensation is to take out of the world 
a people to His Name (Acts xv. 14). When 
we hear of the great progress of Christian 
Missions in the world; of the translation and 
diffusion of the Word of God into hundreds 
of dialects and vernaculars; that in every 
nation there are small companies of be- 
lievers gathered out unto the Name of 
Christ—all this is confirmatory, not of the 
remoteness, but of the nearness, of the 
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Lord. The Gospel of the Kingdom has 
been preached to all nations for a witness. 
In this respect it is very doubtful if there is 
any unfulfilled condition which governs His 
return. 

The other difficulty is of a different order. 
It is concerned with Christ’s word relating 
to the Jewish nation: “ This generation shall 
not pass away till all be fulfilled” (Luke 
xxi. 82). And on the warrant of that word 
a theory has been constructed, and has re- 
ceived a great deal of following, that Christ 
actually came in the year 70 A. D.; that at the 
destruction of Jerusalem a small company of 
believers was caught up to meet Him, of 
which, of course, there is no record because 
there was none left to make a record! It 
would seem to me again that this is an entire 
misreading of Scripture, and a conjectural 
construction of history which is altogether 
unwarranted. For the word “ generation ”’ 
does not stand for a cycle of time, but for 
the existence of Israel as a race—as, for 
example, it is used by the Psalmist: “ This 
is the generation of them that seek Thee.” 
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The continued existence of Israel as a 
scattered race altogether confirms the fact 
that Christ is yet to come. 

Now to turn to the more definite purpose 
of recording the positive indications of the © 
approaching end of the Age and of the Com- 
ing of the Lord. Are the signs foretold in 
the Word of God rightly identified with the 
conditions and events of the present day? 
I shall endeavor to bring before you in order 
the signs in the world and the signs in the 
Church. 

As far back as the prophecy of Haggai, 
the Divine purpose in relation to the future | 
Coming of the Son of God is thus declared: 
“Yet once again I will shake all nations; 
and the Desire of all nations shall come” 
(Hag. ii. 7). And confirmation was given 
by Christ Himself Who said: “Ye shall _ 
hear of wars and rumors of wars” (Matt. 
xxiv. 6). It is hardly necessary to com- 
ment at all upon these words. Never in 
the history of the world have so many 
nations been arrayed in groups against each 
other as to-day. Never have we seen 
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civilization tuunmasked, so that its root- 
selfishness is revealed, as in these last three 
years. Never has it become so apparent 
that in the life of the nations Christ and 
His law have no real place. Truly nations 
are being shaken; kingdoms are in arms 
against kingdoms; established order is, to. 
a large extent, at an end; the theory of 
human brotherhood and fellowship has be- 
come a baseless dream. 

Further, in giving general direction for 
recognition of the significance of the course 
of events, Christ said: “ Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles until the times 
of the Gentiles be fulfilled” (Luke xxi. 24). 
And Jerusalem has been trodden down by 
the Gentiles since the days of Nebuchad- 
nezzar. Whatever geographical adjust- 
ments will be made on the map of the world 
as the result of this War, there is common 
consensus of conviction that the Turk will 
no longer maintain his dominion in the land 
which belongs rightly to one nation. Per- 
haps the most striking events which have 
occurred in our day are the capture of Jeru- 
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salem by British troops, and the letter of the 
Foreign Secretary to the head of the Jewish 
community in London expressing the will- 
ingness and purpose of the British Govern- 
ment to assist in the establishment of a 
Jewish National State in thatland. ‘‘ When 
ye see the fig-tree put forth her leaves, know 
ye that summer is nigh at hand.” And that 
race of which the fig-tree in Scripture is 
always the type, is now putting forth evi- 
dence of national vitality which no other 
age has witnessed. If one thing is more 
certain than another it is that when the war 
clouds are finally dispersed, that territory 
will be peopled by its original possessors. 
We have yet to see any more vivid and 
unmistakable fulfillment of the Divine Word 
than this prospect of the return of His 
people to their own land—still in unbelief. 

Now think also of the conditions that are 
foretold. One of those immediately prece- 
dent to the Coming of Christ is abounding 
lawlessness (Matt. xxiv. 12). And surely 
never was authority at such a discount as 
to-day—the authority of the parent in the 
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home, of the teacher in the school, of the 
employer in the factory, of the king upon 
the throne. Never was democracy so 
deified as to-day. Never was restiveness of 
control so wide-spread. And with the law- 
lessness, Christ said, would come a decline 
in love for the things of God. Is that seen 
in the world to-day? Is such expression of 
love to God as reverence for His Word, His 
House, His Day, prominent in, or fading 
out of, our modern life? 

The Book of Daniel, so full of prophetic 
interest, but just now outside the scope of 
our present purpose, has foretold that before 
His Coming great restlessness shall char- 
acterize life; that men shall go to and fro 
throughout the earth; and that there shall 
be a great increase in knowledge. Later, 
Paul, writing to Timothy (2 Tim. iii. 7), 
declares that in the last days men shall be 
“ever learning, and never able to come toa 
knowledge of the Truth.” Was there ever 
an age in which there was such a thirst for 
knowledge as to-day? Was there ever an 
age when men wrested her secrets from 
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Nature as they do to-day? Why, if you had 
told people twenty years ago it would be 
possible to speak from here to the other side 
of the world without any visible means of | 
communication, they would have laughed at 
you! If you had told them it would be 
possible for men to fly in the air like birds, 
to fight there, and to determine the destinies 
of nations there, they would have thought 
you a fool! Surely, knowledge has in- 
creased beyond all dreams; but are men 
correspondingly increasing in the knowledge 
and love of God’s truth? Rather does this 
advance in knowledge synchronize with 
apostasy from the Truth. Again: “ There 
shall come in the last days scoffers, walking 
after their own lusts, and saying, ‘ Where 
is the promise of His coming?’” (2 Pet. 
iii. 8, 4). Is not that characteristic of life 
to-day? Is not the world full of scoffers— 
men who openly scoff at religion, at the 
name of the Lord Christ, and at the mere 
thought of His visible reign over men, men 
who walk after their own lusts, who gratify 
their own vain desires, who live for them- 
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selves and unto themselves, as though 
Christ had never interjected upon the course 
of this world the holy will of God? 

Again: “ Men shall be lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God; having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof” 
(2 Tim. iii. 4,5). I need not stay to com- 
ment upon that statement. We all knew 
before the War broke out that something 
had to come to shake our Nation out of its 
insensate love of pleasure; and we all know 
that this is yet far from being accomplished. 
I confess it is with a great deal of shame 
that one passes through the district where 
houses of entertainment most abound, and 
sees there great queues of men and women 
and children waiting to be amused, while 
other men are dying; to laugh, while other 
men are being carried out of the trenches 
with frozen feet! It is no pride to us as 
a Nation that such a large amount of the 
altogether ephemeral wealth that is just 
now being disbursed among many classes 
of the community is going to swell the divi- 
dends of the purveyors of entertainment, of 
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the brewer and the distiller. But it is all 
very symptomatic of the end of the Age. 
And again, do we not see all around us a 
form of godliness which is nevertheless to 
a large extent powerless? Is not the con- 
ventional religion of our own land a mere 
addendum to ordinary social life? It wears 
all the trappings of external worship, but, 
as a matter of fact, Christ Himself is dis- 
honored and wounded in the houses of His 
professed friends to an incredible degree. 
And other so-called Christian lands are in 
the same case. Of this I need not even 
attempt illustration, for the facts are within 
the knowledge of every one. 

Once again: “ The time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine; but 
after their own lusts shall they heap to 
themselves teachers, having itching ears; 
and they shall turn away their ears from 
trevtrutni., (2 Tim. iv. 3, 4)... And:;“/The 
Spirit speaketh expressly that in the latter 
days men shall give heed to seducing spirits 
and the doctrines of devils ” (1 Tim. iv. 1). 
Is that seen in our present-day life? The 
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old-fashioned Gospel of the Precious Blood, 
of the regenerating power of the Holy 
Ghost, of out-and-out consecration—how 
far, in the Church, is it preached nowadays? 
False teachers! Was there ever such a 
crop of erotic and esoteric religions in any 
age as you find within a radius of a mile 
from Oxford Circus to-day? They some- 
times do me the honor of sending me their 
publications; and I have to confess that I 
find it easier to believe the hardest things 
in the Word of God than to give credence to 
some of the things I am asked to believe 
by these people. There are Spiritualists, 
Christian Scientists, Necromancers, New 
Thought people—oh, their names are legion, 
and their rooms are crowded daily. And 
what we see here in this little corner of life 
is only a microcosm of the whole world. 
These are some, ac !2ast, of the events and 
conditions we are told to look for. Have 
We any justification for saying that they are 
being obviously fulfilled in these days? 
Now, what are the signs in the Church? 
There they are both dark and bright. Of 
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course, the outward Church is merely the 
religious world; and therefore those con- 
ditions and signs at which we have been 
looking are just as vividly and unmistakably 
seen in her as in the avowed world. But 
among true believers, those who in every 
church, and in none, name the Name of 
Christ with love and faith and reverence— 
what are the signs amongst them? Weare 
warned that in the latter days His people 
shall be persecuted, that they shall be be- 
trayed one by another, and that they shall 
be hated of all men for His Name’s sake. 
And to-day we see a process of sifting going 
on. Believers are being tested by the 
offense of the Cross as never before. And 
when we find many turning to a broader 
pathway than that of Christ’s order, un- 
willing to risk unpopularity by open expres- 
sion of allegiance to the Son of God, we 
may know that these are the last days which 
He foretold. 

On the other hand, there is in the Church 
an intense longing for holiness of life, for 
an experience of the power of the Spirit, 
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for revival in the work of God at home and 
abroad. ‘There never has been such a com- 
ing together of those who seek the same 
things in the harvest-field as recent years 
have witnessed. Nor was there ever such 
a drawing away from denominational loyal- 
ties unto the Lord Himself as we see to-day. 
And there probably never was an age when 
earnest Christians cared less for outward 
things, and more for the living Christ Him- 
self, than is now the case. Above all, it is 
doubtful if there ever was a period in which 
there was such an unmistakable conscious- 
ness on the part of those who live closest to 
Him that His Return is at hand. This is 
not emotion, nor fancy. Did not Christ say 
that His Spirit should show His people 
things to come? And while I am quite 
willing to agree that this last sign may not 
be altogether reliable, it is none the less 
significant and indicative. If Iam travelling 
through unknown country in company with 
those who know it, and see fellow-pas- 
sengers taking down their wraps, putting 
aside their books and papers, and getting 
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ready to depart, I know we are getting 
toward the end of the journey. And when 
all over the world, among the most earnest, 
active, vigorous, self-sacrificing men and 
women in all the mission fields of the world, 
there is an inexplicable stirring of conscious- 
ness that He is coming soon, we simply can- 
not affect to ignore it. It is eloquent of a 
movement of His Spirit in the hearts of His 
people, preparing them to catch the sound of 
His footfall, and to welcome His approach. 

If these things are so, then what hinders 
the Coming of the Lord? His people are 
crying: “ Come quickly, Lord.” The world 
is groaning and travailing in pain. What 
hinders His Coming? For answer we come 
to His Word: “ The Lord is not slack con- 
cerning His promise as some men count 
slackness, but is long-suffering, not willing 
that any should perish” (2 Pet. iii. 9). It 
seems to me that just as when Noah entered 
the ark—typical of the work of Christ, as 
you know—the door was kept open for 
seven days, in order that those to whom the 
Evangel of that day had been preached 
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might yet enter into safety, so the door of 
grace is still kept open to-day. He defers 
His Coming because of the long-suffering 
love of His heart. I say it quite reverently— 
the Lord simply cannot bring Himself to 
close the door finally in the faces of those 
who have so long trifled with His Gospel, 
and have been indifferent to His mercy. 
And if I rightly read the injunction that we 
should not only look for, but hasten unto the 
Coming of the Lord, there is perhaps some- 
thing lacking of codperation with Him on 
our part. Are we seeking to spend life to 
the utmost in bringing in the lost for whom 
He died? It may be that He is waiting 
until the last God-marked soul has been 
gathered in by your consecrated service or 
mine. May He have no cause to wait 
longer on account of our inertia. 

I do not dare dogmatize about the pos- 
sible imminence of His Coming. I have 
neither right nor wish to frighten any one 
by saying that He is probably coming to- 
morrow, or next week, or this year. But I 
do say that He may come to-night; I do say 
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that He may come with to-morrow morn- 
ing’s dawn. I dare to reécho the Apostolic 
word: “The night is far spent; the day is 
at hand; let us cast off the works of dark- 
ness, and put upon us the armor of light.” 
“For in such an hour as ye think not the 
son of Man cometh.” 


It may be in the evening, when the work of the. 
day is done, 

And you’ve time to sit in the twilight and watch 
the setting sun; 

When the long bright day dies slowly over the sea, 

And the hour grows quiet and holy with thoughts 
of Me; 

When you hear the village children passing along 
the street, 

Among those thronging footsteps may come the 
sound of My feet. | 

Therefore I tell you, Watch! By the light of the 
evening star, 

When the moon is growing dusky as the clouds 
atar, | 

Let the door be on the latch in your home, 

For it may be through the gloaming I will come. 
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III 
WHAT IS TO TAKE PLACE? 


OTHING is of greater interest than 

N the consideration of what is to 
take place when the Lord Himself 

descends from Heaven, as He may do at 
any moment, and brings this age to an end. 
And for this, as for all things else connected 
with this great subject, our only source of 
information is the Word of God. A popular 
idea has been fostered, I am afraid, by con- 
stant repetition of those words in the Creed 
which do not profess to be a full statement 
of the truth in regard to the Lord’s com- 
-ing—that when He comes, it will be “to 
judge the quick and the dead.” The com- 
monest belief is that there is to be a general 
judgment, which will form a sort of prelude 
to the end of all things. That altogether 
erroneous idea is contradicted by the present 
study I ask you to make with me in His 
Word. ‘There are some also who think 


that it is too late in the day to expect a 
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fulfillment of these things now; that if they 
had been capable of literal fulfillment it 
would have happened centuries ago; and 
that all the prophecies concerning the Ad- 
vent are merely symbolical of obscure 
spiritual experiences which are even now 
current. ‘The answer to such contention is 
that the world waited four thousand years 
between the first prophecy of Christ’s in- 
carnation and His actual birth; and that the 
Church has only waited His Second Coming 
for less than two thousand! That objec- 
tion certainly falls to the ground on a very 
superficial consideration of the facts. 
Let me say at the outset that it is im- 
possible for any wise man to be dogmatic 
or final in his declaration of the programme 
of events which will be begun by the Com- 
ing of Christ. For His Return is to be only 
the first of a series of happenings in which 
the entire Church and the whole world— 
from the beginning of time—is variously 
involved. I offer to you, however, my own 
conviction in regard to them, based upon 
such study of the Scriptures as I am capable 
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of,—conviction which is confirmed by 
similar. conclusions which have been come 
to by thousands of believers throughout the 
world. At clearest, however, we see only 
“through a glass darkly.” At fullest, we 
have but the broad outlines of future hap- 
penings given to us by the Holy Ghost. Of 
these we may be reasonably certain. The 
details are purposely left obscure, to quicken 
the faith, the hope, and the love of God’s 
people. 

You will notice in regard to these great 
happenings, that mankind has been divided 
into three classes. The Apostle Paul, in 
giving direction to the Corinthian Chris- 
tians as to their conduct, thus comprehends 
the whole of humanity: “The Jews, the 
Gentiles, and the Church of God” (1 Cor. 
x. 32). And you will notice what an inti- 
mate bearing that division has upon the 
general declaration of the Divine pro- 
gramme made by James on a notable occa- 
sion in the history of the Early Church: 
“Men and brethren, Simeon hath declared 
how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, 
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to take out of them a people for His Name. 
And to this agree the words of the prophets, 
as it is written, After this I will return, and 
will build again the tabernacle of David, 
which is fallen down; and I will build again 
the ruins thereof, and I will setitup. That 
the residue of men might seek after the 
Lord” (Acts xv. 14-17). There we have 
three great events proclaimed: the gather- 
ing out of the Church; the restoration and 
conversion of Israel; and salvation tidings 
subsequently spread through the whole 
world, that those who are neither of the 
Church nor of the Jewish race might seek 
after God. It is important to bear this in 
mind in any endeavor to read the pro- 
phetic Scriptures, for by nothing so surely 
as by this data can we take the bearings of 
the present hour. 

Now, what will happen on that day, the 
exact appointment of which even Christ 
Himself did not know when He walked 
among men, when in the twinkling of an 
eye the promise long waited for is fulfilled, 
and Christ comes? Since He will come /or 
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His people, it is entirely probable that the 
world will not see Him. There will first 
take place the resurrection of the sleeping 
saints: “ The dead in Christ shall rise first ” 
(1 Thess. iv. 16). ‘Then we which are 
alive,’—that is, I believe, alive toward Him, 
quick in our obedience, active in His serv- 
ice—* shall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: 
and so shall we ever be with the Lord” 
(1 Thess. iv. 17). It is for that great event 
that we are waiting and looking. This is 
the hope we cherish in our hearts as we go 
about our work—jerhaps to-day/ It is all 
too wonderful for language. To go to sleep 
with the thought that the darkness of mid- 
night may suddenly be illumined by His 
glorious Appearing! To look out upon 
every fresh day, with its thronging claims 
and duties, and to realize that it may hold 
a glorious meeting with the Lord Christ! 
This is the living hope of His people, which 
purifies every motive and aim, and trans- 
mutes even the dullest things into the fine 
gold of the Kingdom. 
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What is to happen to those who are trans- 
lated in that day into the Heavenlies? Be- 
yond the surprise and glad joy of seeing 
Him face to face, their first experience will 
be of judgment—the judgment of the works 
of His own people. “ We shall all stand 
before the judgment-seat of Christ ” (Rom. 
xiv. 10). Mark you, in that judgment there 
will be no question about the salvation of 
the soul. There is, and there will be, no con- 
demnation in that sense to them that are in 
Him. The inwardness of the fear which © 
that judgment evokes is lest men find them- 
selves with saved souls but with lost lives. 
For there the work of life will be tested as 
to its quality, its motive, its faithfulness to 
the pattern. There the rewards of faithful 
service will be given by the Master to those 
of His servants who have earned them. 
“My reward is with me to give to every 
man according as his work shall be” (Rev. 
xxii. 12). At His judgment-seat the gold, 
silver, and precious stones will shine in their 
beauty; but the wood, hay, and stubble will 
be burned up. Have you ever thought of 
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what He has promised in the way of re- 
wards? For faithfulness unto death—a 
crown of life (Rev. ii. 10); for love of Him- 
seli—a crown of righteousness (2 Tim. iv. 
8); for diligence in His service—a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away (1 Pet. v. 4). 
In all probability these rewards will be in 
the nature of opportunity for future service. 
We gather so much from Christ’s parables 
of the talents and the pounds. To those 
who have been faithful in the discharge of 
small duties will be committed responsi- 
bilities immeasurably greater, for by their 
faithfulness they have acquired aptitudes 
and capacities for eternal service. 

And beyond the Judgment of Works will 
come that great event which is called the 
Marriage Supper of the Lamb—obviously 
of unparalleled joy, when the mutual love of 
the Lord and His people is satisfied in un- 
clouded communion, and where harmony 
reigns without discord. 

What will happen simultaneously upon 
the earth? For, remember, it is probably 
only a little flock who will be thus trans- 
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lated. ‘There will be left behind, of course, 
the great mass of people in the world, and 
a great majority of those also in the out- 
ward Church, those who now have merely 
a name to live but are actually dead, those 
whose faith is nothing more than mental 
assent to the Truth. They will doubtless 
cry to Him: “Master, open ‘todas, ior 
amongst them will be many who are familiar 
with His teaching, who have even them- 
selves taught in His Name, and have 
actually degraded His table—eating and 
drinking in His presence—when their hearts 
were unchanged toward Him. What will 
happen to all these? Firstly, we are told 
there will be great tribulation such as the 
world has never hitherto known. Daniel 
the prophet foresaw this, and Christ Him- 
self declared it in terms which are arresting 
in their vivid and unmistakable meaning 
(Dan. xii.; Matt. xxiv.). The living Church 
being taken away, the influence of the Holy 
Spirit, so far as He now works through 
individuals, will also be removed. Of course, 
the Bible will be left, and some will be 
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startled into true repentance and faith by 
the great Event. They will at least have 
their memory of the Gospel preached to 
them in former days, and the Holy Ghost 
will still work through His Word. But 
faith will have a difficult task in those days, 
and any who enter the Kingdom will do so 
through great opposition. 

At the end of that period—which many 
affirm will last for seven years—there will 
arise a personal Antichrist, who is termed 
in the New Testament “the Man of Sin.” 
The Apostle John declares that there have 
already been many Antichrists, and that we 
may recognize the last days by reason of the 
prevalence of the spirit that is actively op- 
posed to Him (1 John ii. 18). But that 
spirit, already rampant in our day, will be 
incarnate in a living man, whose power is 
derived directly from the Dragon, whose 
influence is almost universal, who will be 
specially active in persecution of the Jewish 
nation, and whose activities will be partly 
political, partly religious, and _ possibly 
altogether military. Without doubt he will 
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attain to great ascendency and power in 
those days of tribulation. 

At the same time there will be great 
Jewish activity—of which indeed we see 
the beginning here and now. The Jewish 
national life will be built up in its own land, 
which in a remarkable way appears likely 
to pass into its possession very soon. Dur- 
ing that period some will come into saving 
union with Christ, both Jews and Gentiles, 
but will be subject to violent persecution. 
For the prevalent spirit in the days of the 
tribulation will be altogether against Christ, 
and throughout the world the influence of 
the Man of Sin will be paramount. It is of 
all such that the word in the Book of the 
Revelation is spoken: “These are they 
which came out of the great tribulation, and 
have washed their robes, and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb” (Rev. vii. 
14). Of course some of their number will 
fall asleep in Christ during that period, to 
be raised later when He comes forth to 
establish His earthly reign. 

For at the expiry of that time Christ will 
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return to the earth, not for, but wzthk His 
people. He will come bringing “ten thou- 
sand of Hissaints . . . to execute judg- 
ment” (Jude 14, 15). It is then that His 
feet shall actually rest upon the Mount of 
Olives (Zech. xiv. 4). Then the whole of 
the Jewish nation, as a nation, will be con- 
verted—not in the personal sense in which 
we use that word now, but converted as a 
nation to the government and rule of Christ, 
Whom it will then recognize as its long- 
promised Messiah. They shall look upon 
Him Whom they have pierced, and, as a 
nation, shall “be born in a day” (Zech. 
xii. 10). At that time those who have been 
united by faith to Christ during the tribula- 
tion period, and have fallen asleep, will be 
raised; and Antichrist will be destroyed by 
the brightness of Christ’s Coming. Thus 
those who have possibly sealed their testi- 
mony by their blood, under the power of 
the Man of Sin, will be raised to see his 
destruction. So shall the Lord avenge His 
own elect. 

Then shall be gathered before Christ all 
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the nations of the earth for judgment; when 
it would almost seem, from the Gospels, 
that the criterion of judgment will be their 
treatment of the Jews. Doubtless other 
phases of national conduct, that is, of 
national attitude toward God’s Law, will 
also be brought under Divine review. We 
need not concern ourselves therefore in the 
popular purpose of crushing our present 
enemies out of existence. For Germany 
has to stand before Christ, just as Great 
Britain has one day to stand before Him 
Who has been appointed the Judge of all 
men, and of all nations. 

After the judgment of the nations, and 
issuing from it, will be set up Christ’s 
millennial reign. During that period of a 
thousand years Satan is to be bound. 
What a time it will be! No more tempta- 
tion! No more of the malignant work of 
the devil in the world! No longer will his 
power be exerted upon the souls of those 
who have fought against him since first they 
were quickened into life by the touch of 
Jesus Christ! And during that time the 
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same blessed Gospel as that by which we 
now are saved—the Gospel of the Cross and 
the precious cleansing Blood—will be 
preached throughout all the world by the 
Jews, who are to become the great heralds 
of Christ unto earth’s darkest places and 
farthest ends. Christ’s sovereignty and 
sway will be universal. No sin, no sorrow, 
no death, no crying, no separation, and none 
of the limitations to which we are subject 
now! ‘The earth which is beautiful now, 
albeit stained and scarred with sin, and 
marred by many a graveyard, will be re- 
newed by the Lord’s Presence, and its curse 
will be forever removed. 

At the expiry of a thousand years, it is 
expressly declared that Satan will be loosed 
for a little time (Rev. xx. 7). Do we know 
why? Probably it will be easy, under such 
preaching as there will be in those days, for 
people to believe in Christ. They will not 
have to overcome the difficulties we all ex- 
perience in this present age; and there will 
certainly be wide-spread profession of al- 
legiance. And all such professed faith in 
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Him will have to be tested. Its reality will 
have to be put to the touchstone of tempta- 
tion. And for a little season Satan will be 
unbound therefore. But his time then—as 
now—is short. 

Then is to take place what is perhaps the 
most momentous of all events foretold in the 
Book—the general resurrection. “I saw 
the dead, small and great, stand before God; 
and the books were opened; and another 
book was opened, which is the Book of Life: 
and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, 
according to their works. . . ..And who- 
soever was not found written in the Book 
of Life was cast into the lake of fire ” (Rev. 
xx. 12,15). That is the dread event toward 
which all these others lead up. There every 
man must give account of himself to God; 
and the criterion of judgment there will not 
be of works, of motives, of sincerity; but of 
personal treatment of the Son of God. The 
question which will search every man will 
be as to his reception or rejection of the 
Lord Jesus. Was He crucified or crowned 
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in his life? And according to the answer— 
in which all prevarication will be impos- 
sible—will be declared the eternal destiny of 
each one. 

At the close of that great judgment, Satan 
is to be bound again and will be cast into 
the lake of fire and finally destroyed. And 
then God is “ All and in all.” Eternal joy 
begins for the entire redeemed universe. 
Those whose allegiance to the Lord Christ 
has been true and sincere and energetic, who 
by faith have washed their robes and made 
them white in His Blood, who acknowledge 
His kingship for time and eternity, shall 
enter upon the ageless life in which His 
servants shall serve Him, and shall see His 
face, and His Name shall be in their fore- 
heads; where they need no candle nor light 
of the sun, for the Lord God giveth them 
light; and they shall reign with Him for- 
ever! What a recompense for all earth’s 
trials and conflicts! Truly the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be com- 
pared with that glory! 

If these things are so, then what manner 
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of persons ought we to be in all holy con- 
versation and godliness! If we are to take 
share in these great events, does it not 
behove us to search ourselves as to our 
preparation and fitness? And is it not high- 
est wisdom on the part of every one here 
to face the issue—What am I looking for? 
Are we looking for Him Who is to come, 
and for translation to be with Him? Do 
we expect to be made like Him when we 
see Him as Heis? Are we waiting for that 
day which will bring compensation for all 
our sorrows and woes? 1s the thought of 
His Coming our joy? Or, shall we still be 
left here when He comes, with nothing be- 
fore us but judgment, because we have re- 
jected Him? With nothing ahead but the 
wrath of the Lamb, from which we shall 
vainly seek to hide? With no prospect but 


the second death? Here are the plain — 


issues. Should we not begin to search our 
hearts, that we may know with assurance 
just how we stand in regard to Him both 
now andthen? For the time is at hand. 


IV 
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IV 
WHO ARE READY? 


N continuation—and completion—of this 
present series of studies, we come to a 
question for each of us—a question in 

which every one has personal interest: 
What constitutes readiness for the appear- 
ing of the Lord Jesus Christ? For if He 
is likely to come soon, then nothing is of 
greater importance than that the Day does 
not overtake us unawares; and of all our 
needs, readiness is surely the most urgent. 
Now, this question is essentially a personal 
one. Itis a question which, for the moment, 
has nothing whatever to do with nations, 
as such. For, in this present Dispensation, 
God is not dealing with nations, but with 
individuals. Many people ask us why God 
brought about this War, if He is in the con- 
trol of national life and affairs. Well, if I 


thought that God was its Author, I confess 
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that I should have no foothold whatever for 
faith, But He is not. This is the age in 
which Grace reigns, and in which He is 
dealing with individuals under rule of Grace, 
Nations, as such, will, as we have already 
seen, be judged in due time. But they are 
not being judged now. They are simply 
being allowed to work out their own destiny. 
Nations, as such, have never acknowledged 
Christ, and do not acknowledge Him to-day. 
In a loose way we speak of “ Christian 
nations.” But there never has been a 
Christian nation, and there never will be 
until the world’s rightful King comes in 
glory, to reign over a redeemed and re- 
newed universe. There never has been a 
nation which built its policies and laws upon 
the ethic of Jesus Christ, and there never 
will be until He takes up the reins of gov- 
ernment which only He is competent to 
hold. It is probably entirely true to say 
that, since A. D. 70, God has not directly 
interposed His Will upon the course of 
nations. We are living to-day in a paren- 
thesis—a reign of Grace, an age in which the 
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Holy Ghost is taking out from every nation 
God-marked souls to form the Body of 
Christ. And the common consciousness of 
the most seriously minded people through- 
out the world is that we are almost at the 
end of that parenthesis. Then without 
doubt God will take up the nations, and 
weigh them as fine dust in the balances. 
Meanwhile, until that reign of glory is 
inaugurated, and nations stand before His 
judgment-seat, God is dealing with indi- 
viduals. And hence this question is an in- 
tensely personal one: Who amongst us is 
ready for the Glorious Appearing? 

The truth of the Lord’s Coming is re- 
jected by many on the ground that it is not 
practical; that it bears no relation to con- 
duct; that it has nothing to do with the 
strengthening of the moral life, but rather a 
good deal to do with its weakening. ‘They 
say that this doctrine neither imposes ethical 
imperative nor imparts compelling inspira- 
tion. While in entire agreement with the 
contention that the value of any aspect of 
truth is altogether determined by its in- 
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fluence upon conduct—in other words, that 
no theology is believable which is not 
religious and does not tend to produce a 
noble, worthy, unselfish type of character— 
yet all such contention only expresses igno- 
rance in regard both of the Word of God 
and of life as it is lived by His people to-day, 
when directed against the truth of Christ’s 
Advent. For there is nothing which is so 
closely bound up with scriptural exhorta- 
tions respecting Christian conduct as this 
truth of the Lord’s Coming. 

There is surely nothing in current Chris- 
tian life which impels His people to keen, 
vigorous, holy living as does their firm hold 
upon the fact that the Lord may at any 
moment intervene upon the course of life, 
that He may come to-day to take account 
of His servants, that swiftly and without 
warning His servants may see Him in 
Whose light all unreality will be unmasked 
and at Whose hand all faith and hope will 
be eternally crowned. Even the most 
casual reader of the New Testament cannot 
fail to see that the basis of all New Testa- 
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ment precept to worthy living is found, not 
only in the fact that He once came, but also 
in the fact that He is Coming again. It is 
as though the apostolic writers did not find 
sufficient inspiration of motive and energy 
in the history of Christ’s life on earth and 
His death on the Cross—powerfully as His 
love constrained them—but must look for- 
ward to the completion of the circle of grace 
in His Coming again. This it was that 
moved them most profoundly, and they 
registered their own experience in the in- 
junctions they laid upon those to whom they 
ministered. 

The New Testament speaks of an identical 
expectation of Christ and His people—that 
Christ is “henceforth expecting till His 
enemies be made His footstool” (Heb. x. 
18), and that His people are expecting the 
Lord from Heaven: “ For our citizenship is 
in Heaven; from whence also we look for 
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. 
iii. 20). Now this identity of expectation 
points to the necessity of an identity of 
character on the part of all who name His 
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Name. If we are expecting—as Christ is— 
that union with Himself which is to be con- 
summated when He comes, then our char- 
acter must increasingly approximate to His. 
We must lay aside everything that is con- 
tradictory of His will, and all that is out of 
harmony with His purpose of holiness. We 
must seek to walk even as He walked, to be 
pure even as He is pure, and righteous even 
as He is righteous. For our own expecta- 
tion is an echo and reflection of His, and its 
proper expression is not in asseveration but 
in action. 

Let me point out to you some of the 
things that are not optional addenda but 
vital obligations binding upon every be- 
liever; and in doing so I shall do no more 
than quote the actual words of Scripture: 
“ Denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, 
in this present world, looking for that 
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Tit. ii. 12, 13). 
“ Seeing then that all these things shall be 
dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye 
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to be in all holy conversation and godliness ” 
(2 Pet. iit. 11). “ And every man that hath 
this hope in him, purifieth himself, even as 
fegie pure (1 John iid). Cast: not 
away therefore your confidence, which hath 
great recompense of reward. . . . For 
yet a little while, and He that shall come, 
will come, and will not tarry ” (Heb. x. 35, 
37). “Be ye also patient; stablish your 
hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth 
nigh” (Jas. v. 8). “I charge thee in the 
sight of God . . . that thou keep this 
commandment without spot, unrebukeable, 
until the appearing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ” (1 Tim. vi. 14). “ Feed the flock 
of God which is among you . . . and 
when the Chief Shepherd shall appear, ye 
shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth 
not away ”’ (1 Pet. v. 2, 4). 

Such cumulative exhortation to holiness 
as these Scriptures express makes very clear 
to us what, at any rate, constituted readi- 
ness for Christ’s Coming in the minds of the 
apostolic writers. And this Gospel was not 
a creation of their own brain, but came to 
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them by the direct word of the Lord Him- 
self, For remember that, in regard to His 
Coming, Christ gave threefold direction: 
“What I say unto you, I say unto you all, 
Watch.” ‘Then further, speaking from 
Heaven: “ Hold fast that which thou hast, 
that no man take thy crown.” And then 
just before He went away, speaking to 
Peter and John of their own personal future, 
He said: “ If I will that he tarry till I come, 
what is that to thee? Follow thou Me.” 
If you will take those three statements to- 
gether, you have the substance of all the 
apostolic teaching in regard to readiness, 
The ready life is the life that watches; the 
ready life is the life that holds fast; the 
ready life is the life that follows in His foot- 
steps. All of which, taken together, answer 
Our present question. 

Let me make a digression here. Readi- 
ness for the return of the Lord is one mark 
of a true Church. It matters not how 
orthodox it may be; how well-ordered its 
services; how fully organized its enter: 
prises; how stable its financial position. 
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These things mean nothing, and less than 
nothing, if it is lacking in this essential 
quality. Notice the insistence on this very 
thing which Paul displays in writing to the 
Churches he had founded. They have 
turned unto God from idols to serve Him 
and to wait for His Son from Heaven 
(1 Thess. i.9,10). They are enriched unto 
this very thing (1 Cor. i. 5, 7). And it is 
His prayer that their hearts may be daily 
directed into the love of God and the patient 
waiting for Christ (2 Thess. iii. 5). And 
notice also in his direction as to the observ- 
ance of the Lord’s Supper. It is not in his 
view what so many moderns term it—the 
Sacrament of the Real Presence, for Christ 
is always present with His people, as truly 
in the street as the Sanctuary. It is rather 
to him the Sacrament of the real Absence: 
“As oft as ye eat this bread and drink this 
cup ye do shew forth the Lord’s death ¢2d/ 
fle come” (1 Cor. xi. 26). When His people 
come to His Table, they look back that they 
may remember the precious Sacrifice by 
which they are redeemed; but their per- 
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sistent look is forward, “‘ until He come.” 


And let me say here that if you are a mem- | 


ber of the true Church, this will be char- 
acteristic of your life—an attitude of wait- 
ing for the Son from Heaven. Judged by 
such a test, how few amongst the many who 
form the membership of the outward Church 
are really members of the Church of the 
First-born? 

I am often asked: Do you think that all 
believers will be taken away when Christ 
comes, or will some of them be left to go 
through the Tribulation? Will only those 


be taken whose lives are flawless, whose — 


love is unfaltering, whose keenness has 
“never fluctuated, whose consecration has 
never been denied, and who are actually 
subordinating every interest in life to the 
great interest of His Coming? ‘There are 
some who affirm that it shall be so; and that 


when Christ comes there will be a dramatic © 


discrimination between, as it were, different 
grades of His followers. Let me say that 
I do not believe this, for I find no warrant 
for it in the Scriptures. I believe that as 
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we are saved and kept by grace, so we shall ' 
be translated by grace. I do not believe in 
any Divine recognition of a spiritual aristoc- 
racy. Itis altogether contrary to the Word 
of God that merit should have place for one 
fraction of a second in regard to the trans- 
lation of His people, any more than it has 
in regard to their earlier experiences of 
fellowship. It was the grace of God which 
brought salvation at the first. It is the 
grace of God which is sufficient for the lives 
of His own to-day. And it is the grace of 
God which will be revealed anew when 
Christ comes for them (1 Pet. i. 18). 

But we have to recognize that the New 
Testament standard of a Christian is very 
different from the commonly accepted con- 
ception. What is the New Testament 
standard of those who are alive toward Him, 
and:who will hence be caught up to be with 
Him at His Coming? ‘They are those who 
live representatively, strenuously, and ex- 
pectantly. Representatively, for “as He is, 
so are we in this world.” As He is toward 
God—utterly loyal: as He is toward men— 
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utterly generous: as He is toward Him- 
seli—utterly self-denying. Strenuously, for 
they who are united to Him partake of His 
own urgency. ‘They are straitened, as He 
was, that they may fulfill their mission, and 
are at all times moved by a controlling 
passion, Lxfectantly, for He has taught 
them that He will come in such an hour as 
they think not, and has charged them to 
“watch.” Speaking in the most general 
and comprehensive terms, this is the New 
Testament measure of a Christian. 

This being so, every one who is truly 
united to Him will of necessity exhibit 
something of this in his daily attitude and 
conduct. We may all know quite clearly 
whether we shall be among those trans- 
lated or not. Are we really united to Christ ~ 
now? For remember there is nothing in 
Christ’s Coming to effect that union then if 
it is not a settled fact here and now. Noth- 
ing will happen when He appears, to make 
faith either easier in itself, or less of a con- 
‘flict in its duties than it is to-day. But you 
need have no doubt as to whether you have 


WHO ARE READY? 85 


been vitally joined to the Son of God: Are 
you living as He lived; as though there is 
only one thing of surpassing worth in life— 
the Kingdom of God and His righteousness? 
Are you hasting unto His Coming? Are 
you living expectantly? Are you free from 
the dominance of mere secondary interests? 
Life does not need to be defined. It settles 
its own form of expression and is self-evi- 
dent by its vitality. There need be no 
doubt therefore in the mind of any one in 
regard to his experience when the Lord 
comes. I do not believe that any true be- 
liever will go through the Tribulation. I 
cannot believe that any who are exercising 
sincere faith in Christ will be shut out when 
He returns for His own. Let me repeat 
that their translation will be all of grace 
in that day, as their salvation is all of grace 
to-day. 

Events in the world seem to point to the 
nearness of the times. Of course, every 
serious student is confronted by the stupen- 
dous fact that God can and does alter His 
original purpose. He purposed to over- 
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throw Sodom on a certain day; but, all the 
same, He said that if He had found ten 
righteous men in the city He would not have 
done it. He sent Jonah to Nineveh, and 
actually assigned a date for its destruction; 
and yet it was not destroyed. For His heart 
is ever quick to respond to the cry of 
penitence. Hence we see that His long- 
suffering may even now postpone that day; 
and we see also that our urgency may hasten 
it. If ever the voices of the Spirit com- 
bined in a great emphatic call to His people 
to be up and doing and ready, it is to-day. 
If ever the voices of the Spirit spoke through 
His Word, through living believers, through 
conditions in the world, through the fulfil- 
ment of prophecy, it is to-day. And whoso 
is wise will ponder these things. 

Who are the ready? ‘Those who without 
any uncertainty are united to Christ Jesus; 
who find in Him their love, their light, and 
their all. Some one says: He did not 
come in Paul’s day, and He may not come 
after all in mine. Well, suppose He sends 
His black-robed messenger instead of com- 
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ing Himself for us. What then? Shall we 
have less interest in these things because we 
have fallen asleep in Him? Nay, our in- 
terest will be as great as ever. For “them 
that sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him.” 
And should this be our experience, there 
is nothing more appropriate to it than the 
language of the almost immortal allegory: 
“ The Pilgrim they laid ina large upper cham- 
ber, whose windows opened toward the sun- 
rising; and the name of that chamber was 
Peace, where he slept till the Break of Day.” 
If He does not come, but sends His mes- 
senger first, we shall lose nothing of our 
hope, the hope which has through life sus- 
tained every energy, and lightened every 
darkness. But for us all to-day the message 
is not of death, but life. And it is compre- 
hended in that great word: “:Knowing the 
time, that now it is high time to awake out 
of sleep; for now is our salvation nearer 
than when we believed. ‘The night is far 
spent, the day is at hand; let us therefore 
cast off the works of darkness, and let us 
put on the armor of light. Let us walk 
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honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering and wanton- 
ness, not in strife and envying. But put ye 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not pro- 
vision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts 
thereof” (Rom. xiii. 11-14). Those who 


obey this, need have no fear as to their 
readiness. 
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a Toronto, Canada 


Grace and Power 


Some Aspects of the Spiritual Life. Cloth, net $1.00. 


‘A thoughtful, well written body of devotional writing. 
The ground covered is that of the possibilities of the Chris- 
tian life, of the provision made for their realization, and of 
the protective grace flung around the believer, enabling one 
to hold fast to his ideals.”—Christtan Work. 


AUGUSTA ALBERTSON 


Through Gates of Pearl 


A Vision of the Heaven Life. Cloth, net $1.15. 


**A fountain of fresh spiritual strength. It is a book big 
with promise, large with the foundation of a great hope; it 
appeals to the reason as well as to the heart, and it interprets 
Scripture in a satisfying way accomplished by few books writ- 
ten by lay-writers.”—Book News. 


J. M. CAMPBELL, D.D. Author of “Grow Old Along with Me™” 
SS “The Heart of the Gospel,” etc. 


Prayer in Its Present-Day Aspects 


12mo, cloth, net 75c. 


Here is a book written to meet a situgtion unparalled in 
history, to restate certain aspects of an eternal truth in the 
light of the conditions and demands of these perilous times. 
Prayer as related to the conception of God, the conception of 
man, bodily healing, spiritual force, natural phenomena and 
war, are some of the issues dealt with by Dr. Campbell. A 
timely and valuable treatise on the highest function of the soul. 


JAMES G. K. McCLURE, D.D. 
Intercessory Prayer 4 MisHTY Mzans of 
New Edition. 12mo, cloth, net 5oc. 


A new edition of this helpful work of glowing faith which 
shows the power and potency of prayer, furnishing examples 
of Christian experience and convictions. “Above all, it is 
true, practical, useful and inspiring.”’—Christian Work. 


DEVOTIONAL 
———— 


FANNIE E. S. HECK 


Sunrise and Other Poems 


12mo, cloth, with portrait, net 50c. 


“Vivid coloring, playful fancy, clear description, heroic 
resignation, sublime trust, may be found in these verses 
called forth by memories of field, flowers, a mocking-bird, o 
European travel; or thoughts on life’s deepest problems,”— 
Review and Expositor, 


W..H. LEATHEM Introduction by Hugh Black, D.D. 
The Comrade in White 


With Frontispiece. 16mo, boards, net soc. 


“I have read the proof sheets. I think the stories empha- 
size legs spiritual reality, and in these days of rampant ma- 
terialism they are fitted to open windows upon the neglected 
and forgotten spiritual world.”—J. H. Jowett, D.D. 


HANNAH WHITALL SMITH 


The Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life 
A New Popular Edition. Library Style, net soc. 


An attractive new edition of this famous Christian classic, 
which as a prominent writer once said will “transform the 
dark days of your life, as it has transformed those of thou- 
sands before you.” 


RELIGIOUS SCIENCE 


DANIEL A. SIMMONS 
The Science of Religion 


12mo, cloth, net $1.00. 

A book that suggests a foundation for a rational and scien- 
tific treatment of the fundamental truths of religion; to 
demonstrate that these truths are not in conflict with modern 
science or her discoveries, and to assemble the beginnings of a 
revived religious nomonclature which, while truly expressing 
the old beliefs and doing no violence to “the truth once de- 
livered to the saints,’”? is more in keeping with the processes 
of modern thought, and method of modern reasoning. 


JAMES MELVILLE COLEMAN 
Social Ethics 


New Edition. An Introduction to the Nature and 
Ethics of the State. 12mo, cloth, net $1.00. 

‘Professor Coleman has given us a book which is needed 
by all, wanted by many, and which as God is true, will be 
more wanted, if not more needed, in the future. The treat- 
ment is pre-eminently practical.”—Princeton Theol. Review. 
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